Modern Technologies Law, 2022, 3(6) https://www.mtlj.usc.ac.ir

Modern Technologies Law

i

University of
Science and Culture

http://doi.org/10.22133/MTLJ.2022.353672.1109

Metaverse and Legal Challenges in Property Law

Moosa Akefi Ghaziani'*, Seyed Mustafa Milani®, Vahid Akefi Ghaziani®

! Assistant professor, Department of Law, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

2 Master in Private law, Department of Private Law, Faculty of Law, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

3 Master in Private law, Department of Private Law, Faculty of Law, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

Article Info

Abstract

Promotional Article

Received:
27-07-2022
Accepted:
18-12-2022

Keywords:

Hegel’s Theory of Personality
Lockean Labor Theory
Metaverse

Pecuniary VR objects
Property Law

*Corresponding Author
e-mail: moosaghazi@pnu.ac.ir

"Metaverse" or the Second life, as a combination of the real and virtual
worlds, besides creating new facilities and opportunities in various fields,
will also bring challenges to the people and the states. Legal issues will also
challenge a large range of interactions between individuals in the metaverse.
This essay first addresses the main question of whether the objects in the
metaverse can be owned while opening a chapter on the opinion of jurists.
In favour of the ownership of virtual objects, this article has presented four
theories of ownership: Locke’s work theory, Hegel's personality theory,
Bentham's utilitarianism theory and Ledgerwood's theft deterrence theory.
The matter has been dealt with according to jurisprudence and legal
principles too. This approach has been followed in that virtual objects can
be owned with the assumption that they are property in view of the custom.
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